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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
HELD AT CREDENHILL COMMUNITY HALL ON 20th MAY 2026 

 
PRESENT: 
Councillor Mr Martin Leaton Chair (ML), Councillor Mr Paul Beechey (PA), Councillor Mrs Sandra Cheasley (SC), 
Councillor Mr Andrew Slater (AS), Councillor Mr Paul Burridge (PB), Councillor Mrs Kelly Edwards (KE). Councillor Mr 
Paul Warrington (PW), Councillor Mr Chris Lewis (CL), Councillor Mr Dan Fellows (DF), Councillor Mrs Dot Pullen BEM 
(DP), Councillor Miss Consuelo Abel (CA). 
 
Ward Councillor Mrs. Charlotte Taylor (CT) 
Parish Council Clerk/RFO – Mr. Lee Harper-Smith (Clerk) 
 
30 Members of the Press /Public present. 
 

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.00pm 
 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  
 

All present 
 

2. Minutes 
DF proposed to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st May 2025, seconded 
by PW. 
 

3. Chair 
3.1. ML presented the chairman’s report for 2025/26, Appendix A. 
3.2. Election of Chair for 2026/27 - ML nominated PA as Chair for 2026/27, seconded by DF. No further 

nominations, PA unanimously elected as chair. 
3.3. PA signed the declaration of acceptance of office of Chair 

 

4. Vice Chair 
4.1. Election of Vice Chair for 2026/27: 

PA nominated ML, seconded by SC. 
CL nominated PB, seconded by KE. 

By a show of hands ML received 4 votes and PB received 6 votes. PB elected as vice chair. 
4.2. PB signed the declaration of acceptance of office of Chair 

 

5. To review and adopt Policies and Procedures: 
5.1. Standing Orders 
5.2. Finance Regulations 
5.3. Code of Conduct 
5.4. Information Policy 
5.5. Approve Risk Assessment schedule 

PB proposed to approve 5.1 to 5.5, seconded by DF. 
 

6. Finances: 
6.1. The RFO presented the Accounts for the Financial Year ended 31st March 2026 (Appendix B). PB proposed to 

adopt the accounting statements, seconded by PW. 
6.2. PB proposed to approve and sign Section 1 – The Annual Governance Statement, seconded by PW. 
6.3. PB proposed to approve and sign Section 2 – The Accounting Statements, seconded by PW. 
6.4. Current Bank Signatories and Banking Arrangements were noted. PB proposed to retain the existing bank 

signatories, seconded by PW. 
6.5. DF proposed to retain Mr David McKirdy as the internal Auditor for the financial year, seconded by PW. 
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6.6. PB proposed to accept the insurance quote from Zurich for £ 1,776.76 for the year from 1st June 2026, 
seconded by PW. 

6.7. CL proposed to approve Land and Assets Register, seconded by KE. 
 
 

7. The following Parish Working Groups were agreed for the year: 
 

 Finance & Asset Management (AS, ML, PW, PA) 
 Community Hall (SC, AS) 
 Footpaths (SC, DF) 
 Shops/Businesses (DP, KE) 
 War Memorial (ML, CL) 
 Schools (CA) 
 Roman Park (DF, ML, SC) 
 Social Club (PA) 
 Climate Change (SC, DF, EJ) 
 Credenhill Community Club (PW) 

 

8. Agree meeting dates for the coming year. 
 
3rd Wednesday of the month except for August (No meeting) apart from the following meetings to be adjusted: 
 
October 2026  - 14th October 2026 
April 2027  - 14th April 2027 
 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 19:18. 
 
 Name……………………………………………………. 
 
 Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 Date…………………………………………. 
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Appendix A – Annual Report 2025/26 

The year saw the retirement of two councillors - Denna Pennington and Rana Davies-James and the co-
option of two new ones – Consuela Abel and Paul Nicholas. 
 
Dot Pullen was congratulated on being awarded the BEM. 
 
Emma Jones has continued her splendid work of keeping the village free of litter and enhancing areas with 
bulbs and planters. Craig Powell has continued with us on a reduced capacity due to ill health on 
maintenance. We thank them both for their work. 
 
Financially, again through the skill of our Clerk, we kept the precept rise to 0% and gave grants to local 
organisation of £6600 and provided a seat, a silhouette and new bunting for the war memorial. 
 
We commissioned a new Asset Management Plan for the next 5-year maintenance of all our buildings. A 
lot has been achieved over the last 5 years, and no major issues were identified. The ongoing items will be 
included in each year’s budget. 
 
Some of the flooding issues identified last year were attended to with grants obtained from Herefordshire 
Council totalling £20,300 but outside the school and the field behind Glebe Close remain 
unsolved. 
 
Major planning applications were considered in detail and commented on for Lower House site and Town 
Well Barn. 
 
On a wider front the idea of a Hydrological Survey for Credenhill, Stretton and Breinton has been discussed 
but not yet agreed. 
Issues relating to our roads are ongoing with Hereford Council. 
The double yellow lines for Dovecote Lane have been approved, finance agreed but await action. 
The narrow dangerous footpaths at the top Station Road either side of the school have been highlighted 
and a new road layout suggested. 
A new grit bin has been provided by the parish council at the entrance to Jellicoe Way. 
 
Cllr Charlie Taylor has settled well into her new role, and we appreciate her proactive interest in our parish 
and update on Hereford Council.  In particular, Charlie has worked on getting the FAS cleared of vegetation 
and silt and a more active maintenance plan. 
A major success completed by Charlie was the rerouting of the afternoon return school bus from Weobley 
back into the village. 
 
My thanks go to the Clerk, the Deputy Chair and all the Councillors for their continued support. 
 
On a personal note, my term of office ends in May 2027 when I shall retire, so I shall not offer for re -
election as Chair this year but offer to support the new Chair as Deputy, if that is the wish of the council. 
 
Martin J Leaton 
May 2026 
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Appendix B – Accounts 2025/26 
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