
CREDENHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Lee Harper-Smith –Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer                              Email: Clerk@credenhill-pc.org.uk 

 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD AT CREDENHILL COMMUNITY HALL ON 9th APRIL 2025 

 

PRESENT: 
Councillor Mr. Martin Leaton Chair (ML), Councillor Mr. Andrew Slater (AS), Councillor Mr. Chris Lewis (CL), 
Councillor Mr. Dan Fellows (DF), Councillor Mrs Sandra Cheasley (SC), Councillor Miss. Deanna Pennington 
(DE), Councillor Mr Paul Warrington (PW), Councillor Revd. Rana Davies-James (RD), Councillor Mr. Paul 
Burridge (PB), Councillor Mr. Paul Beechey (PA), Councillor Mrs Kelly Edwards (KE). 
 

Ward Councillor Mrs. Charlotte Taylor (CT) 
Parish Council Clerk/RFO – Mr. Lee Harper-Smith (Clerk) 
 

1 Members of the Press /Public present (SJ). 
 

The Chair opened the meeting at 7.31 pm. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence - To receive and accept apologies for absence. 
 

 Councillor Mrs Dot Pullen (DP). 
 

2. Declarations of Interest & Dispensations 
 

2.1. RD declared an interest in agenda item 6.2 being the Vicar at St Mary’s Church who have made an 
application under 6.2. 
PW confirmed that he is the secretary, unpaid role, of Credenhill Community Club who have made an 
application under 6.2.  
PA confirmed that he is the Vice Chair, unpaid role, of Credenhill Social & Sports Club who have 
made an application under 6.2. 

 

2.2. No written application for dispensations of interest 
 

3. Speakers  
Opportunity for visiting speakers to address council and the public in attendance. 
 

3.1. Update from Ward Cllr Charlotte Taylor  
 Woodland Trust – Meeting to discuss reducing run off from Credenhill Park Woods. Looking to 

establish Leaky dams to retain water for longer. Forrest Schools potential at the woods should 
the school be interested. Looking for Conservation grazing cattle (electronic collar to prevent 
escape). Unfortunately, all funds have been allocated already this year. 

 Wildlife Trust flood mitigation grants – looking at clearing the pond at the FAS using this route 
and working with Woodland Trust to see if these grants can help with run off from the Hill. 

 Attended Hereford Womens Democracy, looking at getting more ladies into local government. 
 FloodRe webinar – Insurance route for those affected by flooding. 
 Museum refurb is expected to be completed by 2028 including new display cabinets which they 

will be able to now display more prestigious displays. There will be a Café on roof the terrace 
with views over the city. 

 Transport team meeting at Breinton and at Stretton Church – Large vehicles, looking at passing 
bays. Keen to help look at issues in Credenhill at the tree and junction with Tillington road. 

 FAS cleared need to collaborate with downstream landowners to maintain flow. 
 Connexus Fencing – No updated will follow up, commitment by June. 

 
 

4. Public Question Time  
Opportunity for members of the public to raise issues or ask the Parish Council questions. 
 

None 
 

5. Minutes  
DF proposed to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 19th March 
2025, seconded by PA. 
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6. Matters arising since last meeting:  
6.1. Progress update on application to Herefordshire Council’s Local Drainage Fund. Quotes received from 

Owen Pell for the three projects. Meetings with three other contractors taken place, contacted a 
further two contractors. Discussed projects with Ed Bradford (Head of Highways & Traffic) at the 
Parish Summit along with CT; Ed asked for all details to be passed on to them as the projects appear 
to be beyond what the Drainage Grants Scheme is designed for so they will look to plan in to project 
works covered by the £2million funding they have for Flood Mitigation over the next 2 years.  

6.2. The Council Considered the Section 137 Grant Applications received and agreed to award the 
following grants: 

 

Organisation Amount Details 
Magna Performing Arts Group 2,000.00 

 
A permanent/integrated sound system in the 
community hall. 
NB: £1k reallocated from unspent grant in 2024. 

The Life & Soul Kitchen 1,500.00 Play equipment for toddlers and young children. 
Credenhill Sports & Social Club 2,000.00 Refurbishment of the darts venue with tablets to 

allow registration with the Amateur Darts Circuit 
(ADC). 

Credenhill Community Club 2,000.00 Legal fees to register the club as a "Company 
Limited by Guarantee". This will protect the long-
term future of the club, land and building which 
is currently run with no legal status. 
NB: £1k reallocated from unspent grant in 2024. 

Parish Church Committee of 
Credenhill 

800.00 Employ contractor for Churchyard maintenance 
for 8 days per year to supplement work 
completed by volunteers. 

PTFA St Marys CofE Primary School 300.00 River Cruise and Workshop at the Natural History 
Museum on the London Trip. 

 

6.3. Update on Pharmacy Application. The applicant has appealed the refused application for a Pharmacy 
in the Parish. Awaiting outcome.  

6.4. Update following Herefordshire Council Local Plan & NPPF meeting. The new target housing figures 
proposed by the Labour Government would mean nearly twice the number of new houses in the 
county and therefore Parish, this is currently being consulted upon, outcome in October 2025. This is 
approximately 300 new houses in Credenhill and would take the existing housing supply in the county 
below 5 years meaning that land outside of the settlement boundary would be looked on more 
favourably for development. 

6.5. The Parish Council Summit was attended by PA and the Clerk, principal areas of discussion: 
 New Parish Council Charter – Debated in detail, plan is to roll out so that all Parishes can sign up, 

the charter will provide and agreed way of working between Herefordshire Council and the 
parishes. 

 Footpaths – Parish Footpath Officers will be contacted for induction training. 
6.6. PW proposed to purchase an Unknown Tommy Statue, left facing with the inscription “A time to 

reflect” for VE Day at a cost of £200, seconded by PB. Statue to be installed to the right of the War 
Memorial facing the memorial so that it is visible from the path/road. Clerk to order for delivery to ML 
due to holiday. 
RD confirmed that a Special Service will be held at the Church with a Lunch on Sunday 11th May. 
 

7. Financial Reports – Appendix A 
7.1. Confirmation of Bank Balances 
7.2. Receipts 
7.3. Invoices for Payment 
PW proposed to approve the financial reports and make the payments, seconded by PB. 
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8. Review Draft Accounts – Appendix B 
8.1. Income & Expenditure 2024/25 
8.2. Balance Sheet on 31st March 2025 
8.3. Breakdown of year end reserves 
 

The clerk provided the council with an overview of the 2024/25 accounting statements and the proposed 
treatment of the reserves. 
 

PB proposed to approve the accounting statements and reserves as presented, seconded by DF. Supported 
unanimously. 

 
 

9. Planning (PA, AS)  
 

Reference Details CPC 
Status 

HC 
Previous 

Status 

HC New 
Status 

P242989/F 

Lower House Station Road - Proposed demolition 
of existing farmhouse and barns, with the 
construction of four residential dwellings (C3), 
including one self-build unit, along with detached 
garages, associated infrastructure and 
landscaping. 

Comments 
Submitted 
– Support 

Comments 
by 

09/02/2025 

Determine 
by 

05/02/2025 
 

P250570/PA7 
Lower House Station Road - Application for prior 
notification of proposed demolition of Lower 
House. (No Comments) 

No 
Comments 

Determine 
by 

05/02/2025 
 

Approved 
with 

conditions 
 

P250386/FH 1 Tree Cottages Station Road - Proposed single 
storey extension to dwelling. 

Comments 
Submitted 
– Support 

Comments 
by 

27/03/2025 

Approved 
with 

conditions 
 

 
 

10. To receive reports from working groups
10.1. Finance & Asset Management (AS, ML, PW, PB) – Year end files to be completed and passed to the 

internal auditor for review. 
 
10.2. Community Hall (SC, AS) – Appendix C – Item 5 Clerk confirmed that no quotes have been received. 
 

10.3. Footpaths (SC, DF) – No issues on the network. Herefordshire Council induction for Footpath Officers 
is still being planned. 

 

10.4. Shops/Businesses (DP, KE) – No updates 
 

10.5. War Memorial (ML) – See item 6.6 
 

10.6. Schools (RD) – No updates. 
 

10.7. Roman Park (DF, ML, SC) – Mole catcher has been onsite three times (2 lost traps, 8 Moles), Football 
is planned to start back at the park from July. New Grounds Maintenance Contractor has conducted 
a site meeting and will progress with works ASAP. 

 

10.8. Social Club (PA) – AGM 11th May, Darts Comps continue to be a success. 
 

10.9. Climate Change (SC, DF, EJ) – No updates 
 

10.10. Credenhill Community Club (PW) - Legal matters are now being dealt with to secure long-term future of 
the club.
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11. To receive reports from sub-committee 
 

11.1. To received update from the 2020 Flood report Investigation sub-committee 
(PA, KE, AS, DF) – Update provided by the subcommittee. 

 
11.2. It was resolved that the Council will move into closed session to consider legal matters 

in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
Proposed by PB and seconded by PW, unanimously passed. 

 
The public and press left the meeting at this stage 

 
11.3. Agreed to instruct solicitor to provide a detailed response to the complainant. 

 
12. Public Question Time  
Further opportunity for members of the public to raise issues or ask the Parish Council questions 
 

None 
 

13. Confirmation of the next Meetings, Time, Date & Place. 
 

The next meeting is the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council which will be held at the earlier time of 
7.00pm, 21st May 2025; this will be followed immediately by the Ordinary Parish Council meeting at 7.30 pm, 
at Credenhill Community Hall. A summons and notice will be provided nearer the time. 
 

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 21:00. 
 

 Councillor Mr Martin Leaton Chair 
 
 Signed……………………………………………………. 
 
 Date………………………………………………………. 
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Appendix A - Financial Information 
 

 
 

Income & Expenditure  
 

Lloyds 
Current 

Lloyds 
Reserve 

Total 

28/02/2025 Opening Balance 3,299.08 30,670.19 33,969.27 
     

Receipts     
03/03/2025 The Life & Soul Kitchen - Rent 628.00  628.00 
10/03/2025 Lloyds - Interest Received  23.53 23.53 
19/03/2025 Community Hall - Water Rates 59.36  59.36 
20/03/2025 S Watkins - CCN Advertising 105.00  105.00 
31/03/2025 Credenhill Social & Sports Club - Annual Rent 1.00  1.00 
31/03/2025 Credenhill Social & Sports Club - Water Rates 462.09  462.09 

 Total Received in Period 1,255.45 23.53 1,278.98 
Payments     
11/03/2025 NEST - Pension Payment  -77.70  -77.70 
18/03/2025 Lloyds Bank - Bank Fees -4.25  -4.25 
19/03/2025 Mrs E Jones – Wages March 2025 -360.82  -360.82 
19/03/2025 Mrs E Jones – Expenses February 2025 -19.12  -19.12 
19/03/2025 Mr L Harper-Smith – Wages February 2025 -907.50  -907.50 
19/03/2025 Mr L Harper-Smith – Expenses February 2025 -100.78  -100.78 
19/03/2025 Craig Powell – Maintenance February 2025 -75.80  -75.80 
19/03/2025 Barrington Print – CCN Printing March 2025 -573.50  -573.50 
19/03/2025 Hydrogrit Ltd - Carpark Lines -3,180.00  -3,180.00 
19/03/2025 Playsafety Ltd - Roman Park Inspection -307.20  -307.20 
19/03/2025 Community Hall - Room Hire -108.00  -108.00 
25/03/2025 Welsh Water - Water Rates Changing Rooms -20.19  -20.19 
27/03/2025 Valda Energy - Electricity Carpark/Changing Rooms -61.93  -61.93 
28/03/2025 Welsh Water – Water Rates Community Centre -109.50  -109.50 

 Total Spent in Period -5,906.29 0.00 -5,906.29 
Transfers     

 Total Transfers in Period 3,600.00 -3,600.00 0.00 
     

31/03/2025 Closing Balance 2,248.24 27,093.72 29,341.96 
     

Payments to Authorise    
09/04/2025 Mrs E Jones – Wages April 2025 -379.70  -379.70 
09/04/2025 Mrs E Jones – Expenses March 2025 -149.12  -149.12 
09/04/2025 Mr L Harper-Smith – Wages March 2025 -916.70  -916.70 
09/04/2025 Mr L Harper-Smith – Expenses March 2025 -86.98  -86.98 
09/04/2025 Craig Powell – Maintenance March 2025 -37.90  -37.90 
09/04/2025 Signworx – CCN Printing April 2025 -499.00  -499.00 
09/04/2025 Marches Grounds Maintenance – Removal Large Ash Tree 

Backhouse Park – Ash Dieback, Unsafe. 
-400.00  -400.00 

 Total Payments to Authorise 2,469.40 0.00 2,469.40 
Transfers to Authorise    
09/04/2025 Transfer between accounts 8,600.00 -8,600.00 0.00 
 Total Transfers to Authorise 8,600.00 -8,600.00 0.00 
Items added during the meeting    
09/04/2025 Credenhill Community Hall – File Storage -120.00  -120.00 
09/04/2025 Agri- Wildlife Management – Pest Control -136.00  -136.00 
09/04/2025 Magna Performing Arts Group – S 137 Grant -1000.00  -1000.00 
09/04/2025 The Life & Soul Kitchen – S 137 Grant -1500.00  -1500.00 
09/04/2025 Credenhill Sports & Social Club -2000.00  -2000.00 
09/04/2025 Credenhill Community Club – S 137 Grant -1000.00  -1000.00 
09/04/2025 Parish Church Committee of Credenhill – S 137 Grant -800.00  -800.00 
09/04/2025 PTFA St Marys CofE Primary School – S 137 Grant -300.00  -300.00 
09/04/2025 RBLI – Unknown Tommy Statue -200.00  -200.00 
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ASSETS    

 Cash & Bank   Balance  

 Lloyds – Current Account (after payments)   1,777.34 
 Lloyds – Reserve Account (after transfers)   25,093.72 
 Petty Cash   0.00 
 Total Cash & Bank   26,871.06 
     
 Debtors No Due Overdue Total 
 The Life & Soul Kitchen Ltd – Rent 628.00  628.00 
 Hair @ Home – CCN Advertising 60.00  60.00 
 Julia Howes– CCN Advertising 18.00  18.00 
 RO-Stars Hereford – Roman Park Hire Fees 50.00  50.00 
 Total Debtors 1,013.43 0.00 1,013.43 
 Other Debtors    
 HMRC – VAT Reclaim 01/10/2024-31/03/2025 1,267.36  1,267.36 
 Total Other Debtors 1,267.36 0.00 1,267.36 
    
 TOTAL ASSETS   29,151.85 
     
LIABILITIES    
 Creditors Not Due Overdue Total 
 Herefordshire Council – Waste/Recycling 185.13  185.13 
 Welsh Water – Water Rates Community Centre 28.14  28.14 
 Total Trade Creditors 213.27 0.00 213.27 
 Other Liabilities    
 HMRC - PAYE Owing (DD) 82.58  82.58 
 NEST Pension Payments Owing (DD) 77.70  77.70 
 Youth Club Funds (Interest 10/24-03/25 £3.73 added) 765.79  765.79 
 VAT at 20% to be reclaimed from HMRC -25.56  -25.56 
 VAT at 5% to be reclaimed from HMRC 0.00  0.00 
 Total Other Liabilities 822.81 0.00 822.81 
     
 TOTAL LIABILITIES   1,036.08 
     
 TOTAL   28,115.77 
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Appendix B – Draft Accounts 
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Summary Format for Annual Return 2024-25 
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Appendix C – Hall Meeting Report 
 

1. David has been in touch with the Energy company and thinks he has sorted out the duplicate 
renewal. He just has to complete some paperwork and send over.  Still the amount billed is an 
estimate and not taken from Smart Meters reading. So, their bill still remains unpaid until matter 
is resolved. 

2. Betty was wondering if the PC should consider CCTV to cover the whole site due to recent 
accepted break in. She thinks the properties are unprotected and especially L&S quite attritive & 
vulnerable. 

3. New booking for a Soft Play franchise On Monday's. Not many children's parties booking of late. 
4. Hall is increasing the cost for new bookings going forward to £12ph. 
5. Lee, have you received the quote for kitchen leek from Jason. I know we discussed this at last PC 

meeting but cannot remember if quote had been received. 
 


